Lib's horror, said behaviour is condoned by both her family and the Catholic community that seem to relish the throngs of tourists who come to see the girl.
As determined by the influential and biased local committee that hires Lib's services, her task, along with tightlipped nun Sister Michael, is quite simple:
to mount a watch in the O'Donnell's farmhouse and take it in turns in eighthour shifts to observe the girl all the time, and make sure she does not eat or is fed a single morsel of food for a fortnight. It is believed that this way either a well-crafted hoax will be exposed, or the girl will be A fastness, a fortress. To fast was to hold fast to emptiness, to say no and no and no again" (DONOGHUE, 2016, p. 192) . Soon enough she sees herself obliged to learn a foreign language, or rather, a religious discursive field that up to that point she was unfamiliar with. 
